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Section 100 Programs

Title Student Trips

Code 121

Status Active

Active 1. 24 P.S. 517

2. 24 P.S. 111

3. 23 Pa. C.S.A. 6301 et seq

4. Pol. 103.1

5. Pol. 113

6. Pol. 210

7. Pol. 210.1

4. 22 PA Code 4.4

5.Pol. 229

Purpose

The Board endorses in principle the concept of student trips, recognizing that experiences outside
the walls of the classroom and the school contribute both formally and informally to the education of
students.

Authority

Board approval is required for school sponsored international trips. The Board authorizes the
Superintendent or designee to review and approve all other school or booster/club sponsored trips
upon the principal’s recommendation. [1]

Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent or designee shall promote such rules and regulations as are necessary to fulfill the
purposes of this policy that are acceptable to the Board, ensure the safety of students while on the
trip, minimize potential District liability with respect to the trip, and establish funding guidelines for
student trips.[2][3]

Guidelines

Field Trips

The Board recognizes that field trips, when used for teaching and learning integral to the curriculum, are
an educationally sound and important component of the instructional program of the schools. Properly
planned and executed field trips can:



1. Supplement and enrich classroom learning by providing educational experiences in an
environment outside the schools.

2. Arouse new interests among students.

3. Help students relate academic learning to the reality of the world outside of school.

4. Introduce community resources, such as natural, cultural, industrial, commercial, governmental,
and educational.

5. Afford students the opportunity to study real things and real processes in their actual
environment.

Field trips are not mandatory and consequently, students who do not participate will not be
held academically accountable for information acquired as a result of the field trip.

Support for participation in field trips may be based on financial hardship. Requests for assistance
should be directed to the building principal and/or school counselor.

The District shall provide supervision for any students not participating in a field trip. Students who do
not return a signed permission slip or who otherwise choose not to participate in a field trip will be
given a related assignment to complete during the time of the field trip.

All Trips
For student accounting purposes, individuals participating in school-sponsored trips will be designated
as being in attendance during the time that the activity is held during the regular school day.

All students who qualify on the basis of competition or who are otherwise eligible to engage in
the activity shall be accorded the opportunity to participate in the student trip. Students or
parents/guardians may be required to provide financial support for the student trip.

All student trips are considered to be a privilege. Therefore, students may be excluded from
participation in trips because they have violated a rule/expectation in the Student Code of Conduct, they
have misbehaved on previous trips or they do not return a signed permission slip.

All school rules and bus regulations are to be followed during the trip. Students on trips remain under
the supervision and responsibility of this Board and are subject to its rules and regulations.

All rules and regulations developed by the teacher or by the sponsors of the trip are to be followed.
Students who misbehave during the trip may be immediately excluded from trip activities.
Arrangements may be made to return the student to the school or the student’s home, at parental
expense.

Administration of Medication

The Board directs planning for field trips to start early in the school year and to include collaboration
between administrators, teachers, nurses, parents/guardians and other designated health officials.



Decisions regarding administration of medication during field trips and other school-sponsored programs
and activities shall be based on the student’s individual needs.[4][5]

Medication shall be administered in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, Board policies and
district procedures.[6][7]

Overnight Trips

Students are not allowed to stay overnight in any facility without direct supervision by an approved
chaperone with appropriate clearances or a student’s parent/guardian including the practice of
staying with a host family.

International Trips

If requested, faculty sponsors or advisors for International Trips will be required to attend a Board
meeting to answer any questions Board members may have about the trip, prior to putting the trip
on the Board agenda

International trips shall be reviewed for determination of physical risk. The District reserves the right
to cancel any travel upon determination of physical risk. United States State Department advisories
shall be major determining factors along with other reliable sources.

International travel liability insurance, to defend and indemnify the participants and the District from
claims and lawsuits in foreign courts, shall be obtained for trips to locations that are not covered by the
District’s current insurance policy. Parent/guardian shall be responsible for payment of such premiums.

Non-School Sponsored Trips

The District recognizes there might be certain instances where staff members wish to organize and
solicit District students for a trip that is not school-related, sponsored or endorsed, and that
occurs outside of the academic calendar.

The Board, at its discretion, can approve such solicitation but only after compliance with strict guidelines
set forth in this policy.

The Board does not endorse, support nor assume responsibility in any way for any District staff member
who takes students on trips not approved by the Board or Superintendent.

No staff member may solicit District students for such trips within District facilities or on District
grounds or use student contact information obtained as a result of his/her status as a staff member to
solicit students for such trips without permission from the building principal and the
Superintendent/designee.

Staff members must advise and all materials distributed in connection with the trip must advise
parents/guardians and emancipated students, in writing, that the travel is neither authorized nor
sponsored by the District.

The parent/guardian of each student (or emancipated student) participating in a non-school sponsored
trip must sign an acknowledgement recognizing that the District is not involved in and therefore bears
no responsibility with respect to the trip (in the form attached to this Policy as AR1). The District staff
member organizing the trip shall deliver all forms to the Superintendent/Designee prior to the date of



the trip.

No solicitation/recruitment of student travelers, or planning activities shall occur during regular
school hours. Staff members, acting as individuals, may be permitted to meet prospective student
travelers and their parents/guardians during non-school hours on school premises by following the
regular procedures for securing facilities by non-school entities.

Under no circumstances shall a school activity account be used as a depository/disbursement source for
funds for non-school sponsored trips.

Staff members shall not use District records, equipment, or materials in planning or promoting
a privately sponsored trip. Sponsor benefits must be disclosed to all participants.
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